the

GAMESZ

@]&@M’
@%m

mmmwa%

{L@?&\*)@KI “ DUNINIER
@ 6% 10 V530 Fip) 3
: BURCERI-

W07 OGS, CHIPS, D CIEAS
Ol B 2008 TiEh AHD [ETER

ﬁh@ﬁfﬁ Sith Amvinwell Bt

October 2019 Wheat Belt Public Power District

PO Box 177 . 11306 RD 32
Sidney NE 69162
308-254-5871. 800-261-7114
e-mail: wheatbelt@wheatbelt.com
www.wheatbelt.com
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Drawing
Winner

Yolanda Hruska

Congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. Covalt, our “Lucky Win-
ners” for the month of August.
The Covalts, of Morrill County,
have been Wheat Belt customers
for over 50 years! They received
a $50 credit for their prompt pay-
ment.

If you would like to be in-
cluded in our next drawing, and
avoid the $5 delinquent fee,
please send your payment before
the 15th of the month. For your
convenience we offer several op-
tions. Please give us a call or visit
wheatbelt.com and select the Cus-
tomer Services menu.
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Quotes to Ponder

"Try not to complicate your life anymore than it already
is. Sometimes it takes more strength to let go than to
hold on. Let it go!"

Unknown
"Your direction is more important than your speed.”
Richard L. Evans
"l can't understand today's generation. Don't they un-
derstand if work was all fun, you would have
to pay to go."
Unknown
"A breaking point, may also be a turning point."
Unknown
"There is only one thing more precious than our time,
and that's who we spend it on."
Leo Christopher
"It won't be long until black friday. Instead of material
things, why not give the gift of your presence, like at the
Thanksgiving dinner. Just say no to Thursday shopping!"
Unknown
"I your compassion does not include yourself, it is not
completel"
Jack Kornfield

JENNIFER ELLIOTT, D.V.M. -, 93610th Ave in Historic Downtown - -
Sidney . NE . 308.203.1898, ' !

Dr.Elliott@CAHSidney.com Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 6:00 am- 2:30'pm

308-254-4998 284 Illinois Street (breakfast erved 6:00-10:30 — Iuncrh served 10:30-2:00)
- - Saturday 6: OOam 10:30 am (breakfast onky) .
.CAHSid . Sid. , NE 69162
Ww“i._ ey aney = Sunday (Buffet Only) 8:00 am-1:00 pm ' -
= - PrIRTS . . o -." (breakfast derved g:00- 10:30 — funch served 10:45-1: 00]
Veo®e *F 5, Niee =T @ T : ' Closed Wednesday
Moe's POINTSWEST
Community Bank
Brian (Moe) H e A new direction in banking.
Moffat Electric Heat Pumps Proudly serving western Nebraska
308-112-3223 from these convenient locations:
Sidney Kimball
h\ )\} P O Box 410 809 lllinais Street, Phone: (308)254-7110 201 South Chestnut, Phone: (308)235-3663
p . Oshkosh NE 69154 420 Glover Road, Phone: (308)254-5100 Chappell
d g, & Cell: 308-778-6100 Dalton 774 2nd Street, Phone: (308)874-2215
’ el - - 301 Main Street, Phone: (308)377-2313  Lisco
e O i us o 102 Coldwater, Phone: (308)772-3226

Facebook

& Air Condltlomng www.pwcbank.com wenverroc (=)
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Tim Lindah |
General Manager

Tim's Tidbits

BROADBAND

UPDATE

Modern Society is built on an evolution of foun-
dational technologies that allow it to flourish and prog-
ress. Every few decades, a new foundational technology
emerges and becomes critical to communities trying to
keepup. We have seen anew technology emerge in the last
twenty years with the rapid development of the internet,
and more recently, the need for a high-speed connection to
the internet, commonly known now as broadband. Even
the very definition of broadband evolves. The speed in
which data is transmitted over an internet connection to
an end consumer is measured in megabits per second
(Mbps). The current Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s definition of broadband is a connection that can
transmit 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. This
was revised from 10 Mbps a few years ago.

We typically see high
levels of expansion and adoption
of'technologies in the urban areas
first and later, a migration to the
rural areas. Primarily, cost and
profitability become the drivers
for the urban expansions. Many
times, there needs to be a catalyst
to help keep our rural areas on par
with our urban counter parts, and the catalyst does not
always need to be funding. Broadband has become the
latest societal foundational technology that is lagging in
our rural areas, and especially in Nebraska.

Community vitality is becoming increasingly

-

Steve Wintholz, Owner
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
.Gas Work .Plumbing Repair
.Heating Repairs
.Water Heaters .New Construction
.Remodeling .Fixtures

Electric Sewer and Drain Cleaning
Geo Thermal Heat Pumps
Serving the Entire Directory Area

CONIMERCIAL s RESIDENWIAL . INDWM

October 2019

Broadband has become the
latest societal foundational
technology that is lagging in
our rural areas.
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important to the rural parts of our state. In order to
maintain our vitality, we need economic drivers, both
from agriculture, business, and industry. We also need
an edge to be able to attract and retain our population to
help drive the industries. One good way to survive as a
business is to find efficiencies, many times utilizing the
tools that could be available. With the rapid development
of Internet of Things (IoT) devices, the science of utiliz-
ing data, and the ability to communicate and learn from
others make broadband a key foundation to the future
of our rural areas. To help solve this “digital poverty”
before it sets in and to help maintain our competitiveness
as a state and as a community, there are several initiatives
looking at the challenges.

The Nebraska Unicameral passed and Governor
Rickets signed LB 994 in 2018 which
established a rural broadband task-
force, bringing together a wide variety
of people to take a hard look at how to
keep us on pace. I was fortunate to be
appointed to the task force to represent
the public power industry in Nebraska.
If you wish to see more information on
the history and progress of the task-
force, you can find it at ruralbroadband.nebraska.gov.
We have been meeting since late 2018, and have sev-
eral subcommittees that are addressing various compo-
nents of the broadband challenge. We will be creating
a report for the Unicameral by November of this year.

F u e
24 Hour Emergency ServicLe_ﬂ
- 308-254-1008

.Air Conditioning

Wheat Belt Public Power District

Rood'sTire Center
1744 lllinois
Sidney NE 69162
308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

24 Hr Farm & Road Service Complete Exhaust Work
4-Wheel Alignment Complete Brake Work
(Cars or Trucks) Alignments
Computer Balance Oil Change & Lube
(Cars/Light & Lg Trucks) Shocks and Struts
Complete Suspension Work . Wheels
Most Major
Brand Tires
Michelin . Uniroyal .
Firestone. BF Goodrich

Kelley . Good Year
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Tim's Tidbits
Broadband Update coninued fom 14c

There will be a legislative hearing set for early December to address the
report. We will produce a draft report around September 26th and accept
public comment until October 10th, with completion of the report on Oc-
tober 18th. Since this is such a significant community issue, I am always
happy to listen to ideas on how we can move this initiative forward, in the
most economic and efficient manner possible. As a community, and espe-
cially as a business community, we all rely on each other for the success
of each other. This foundational technology is something that we all will
benefit from and can give our community the edge in remaining vibrant.

There is another initiative in Nebraska looking at how we can im-
prove as a state. Blueprint Nebraska, blueprint-nebraska.org, is a grass-
roots plan to improve our economic standing as a state. One of the top
items identified in the Blueprint Nebraska plan is the need for rural broad-
band. I would encourage you to engage with this initiative so that we can
keep and improve upon our success as a state.

Having a robust communication network will be a necessity, in
the near future. Access to this communication is only part of the chal-
lenge. The remaining challenge is doing it in an affordable way. As we
move forward, we need to improve on the data of what is actually avail-
able. We have partnered with the University of Nebraska at Kearney to
conduct a study of broadband speeds in Nebraska. In the near future, we
will be conducting the study in and around Sidney. If you are willing to
be a part of the study, please watch for future announcements.

We can all continue to work together to make our communities
better. Finding projects, such as broadband, that benefit us all allow us to
overcome the challenges and improve our way of life.

Visit Us in Dalton!

Made to Order Deli Sandwiches

ANDWICH,
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In-House Ground/Hand Cut Meats
‘ Groceries & Supplies
Nebraska Products & Gifts
Convenience ltems
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 pm o
Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 LOCATED 09|DE
Sunday 9:00 am - 1:00 T EAST

pwe 385
Phone 308-377-2333 |°F ™

»
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Located in Sidney's
10th Street Square

dining expe

roviding a
Y ORQ

- : o : g‘&‘le
A P‘ZZA’F‘ service, family and fun. I ) ’A‘.‘\%@. .« Custom Framing & Antiques C
S\\\\I\&\““‘Es e 1017 Illinois Street ey
PSP s - Nt Sidney, NE 69162 Ko
“lzzeS Eat 1t - Live It - Love It 0&0‘%&@«\“‘% " (308) 254-0500 or 249-0338 ,
Q

824 10th Avenue . Phone 308-203-1200

Wheat Belt Public Power District
P O Box 177, Sidney, Nebraska

Serving parts of Cheyenne, Deuel, Morrill, Gar-
den, Arthur and Keith Counties

Board of Directors
President

Bernie Fehringer, Sidney

Vice President

Stuart Morgan, Dalton
Secretary

Brian Zimmerman, Big Springs
Treasurer

John Gortemaker, Oshkosh
Assistant Secretary

Mike Blomenkamp, Broadwater
Directors

Brian "Moe" Moffat, Oshkosh
Doug Smith, Chappell

General Manager

Tim Lindahl

Business Manager

Pam Wieser

Operations Manager/Safety Director
Earl Reilly

Chief Financial Officer
Carolyn Hostetler
Staking/Construction Supervisor
Ryan Borges

Senior Meter Technician

Jeff Rosenbaum

During normal office hours (7:30a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.) and after hours call:
(308) 254-5871 . (800) 261-7114
Fax: (308) 254-2384

“The Moose & The Goose Gallery

facebook.com/mooseandthegoose
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